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would not have allowed it. They attacked, and Eng-
land had to deal with them; first Mysore, then the
Mahrattas, then the powers of the north. There was
no possible frontier short of the mountains, and to
them the British peace was at length extended, to the
infinite benefit of India. It was hardly a conquest
of the Indian peoples, but a conquest of their
conquerors, a necessary stage towards the present
process wThereby India may be not only prosperous
but free.
II. GROWTH
Free Trade
In the middle decades of the nineteenth century
a partially restricted colonial trade gave place to
completely free trade in the British Empire. Huskis-
son had negotiated only the reciprocal opening of
colonies, and had repealed the Navigation Acts only so
far as to allow7 foreign ships to enter colonial ports with
the produce of their own countries. Foreigners had
not been allowed to carry goods between one British
port and another. In the years before and after 1850
a less cautious band of free traders held sway. They
abolished all duties save a few on luxuries, retained
purely for raising revenue; and in 1849 they re-
pealed what was left of the Navigation Acts. Thence-
forward the ships of all the world were completely
free in every port of the British Empire in every
class of trade. And when, somewhat later, the more
advanced colonies began to impose duties for their
own purposes, there was no discrimination, and
they treated British and foreign importers alike.
Richard Cobden, who took the lead in advancing